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I Survived the Joplin Tornado 
By:  Lauren Tarshis 

1. What was the date the tornado struck?   

May 22, 2011 

2. What state is Joplin in? 

Missouri 

3. What was the name of Dex’s dog? 

Zeke 

4. What was the name of Dex’s brother? 

Jeremy 

5. What made Dex’s friend like him again? 

His brother was an US Navy SEAL 

6. Who was Dr. Norman Gage? What was his job? 

He was a T.V. star on Tornado Mysteries.  He was a storm chaser. 

7. How did Dr. Norman Gage get to know Dex’s dad? 

They went to the same college. 

8. What did Dex’s family do on Saturday nights? 

They played Scrabble. 

9. What is the first thing a Navy SEAL taught to do? 

They are taught how to make a bed correctly. 

10. What jobs did Dexter’s parents have? 

They were teachers. 

11. Where was Dexter’s brother, Jeremy? 

Somewhere on a secret SEAL mission. 

12. What was Dr. Gage’s surprise? 

The surprise was that Dr. Gage was letting Dex help him in a research project.  Dex was going to go storm 

chasing with Dr. Gage. 

13. How long was Dex’s family living in Joplin? 

They lived in Joplin since 1925. 

14. Wht category tornado was the one that touched down in Joplin? 

EF-5, the strongest tornado  

15. Where wer Dex’s parents during the tornado? 

In a basement of a restaurant. 

16. What happened to Dex during the tornado? 

His seat belt was strained and snapped.  Dex went flying towards the open window. 

17. Who did Dex help after the tornado?   

He helped Dr. Gage because he was injured. 

18. What helped Dex when he was trying to help Dr. Gage? 

Dex knew what he was doing because he had taken a First Aid class. 

19. What did Dexter get from his brother at the end of the story? 

Jeremy sent Dex his SEAL pin because Dexhad shown courage and persistence during the tornado.  

Dex never gave up even when he was in pain and felt scared. 

20. Why were Dex’s parents not home during the tornado? 

They were at a graduation ceremony. 
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21. Why is Dr. Gage chasing storms? 

He is chasing them to see if they make noise when they form. 

22. According to Dr. Gage, what were the most dangerous types of tornados? 

The most dangerous types of tornados were rain wrapped tornados because they hide behind rain and clouds 

where no one can see them. 

23. What happened to Dr. Gage when he was eleven years old that made him obsessed with tornados? 

When Dr. Gage was eleven he got stuck outside during a massive tornado. 

24. How did Dex feel after he woke up in Dr. Gage's SUV? 

Dex felt like he'd been in a blender and his body had been beaten to a pulp after he woke up in Dr. Gage's SUV. 

25. What motivated Dex to try and save Dr. Gage when he wanted to give up? 

Dex remembered all the stories that Jeremy had told him about the Navy SEALS. Jeremy had taught him that he 

was stronger than he ever imagined, and that no matter how you felt you need to find the strength to complete 

your mission. 

26. Who found Dex and Dr. Gage? 

Sara and Jimmy 

27. What did Dex save from Dr. Gage's SUV? 

He saved a hailstone and kept it in the SUV’s mini-refridgerator. 

28. What was Dex excited to help Dr. Gage do? 

Shoot pods with the air rifle. 

29. How did Jimmy hurt his leg? 

He got too close to a tornado. 


